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 Message from Mrs Ohene 

Together we reach for the stars     

                                                                      

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
This week, as always, there has been a flurry of learning. Children returned happy and ready to learn. I do hope you enjoyed 
some quality family time over the half term break. We are thrilled to have them back! 
 
For those families who have celebrated Diwali, we wish you a happy and blessed new year and an abundance of joy in the 
months to come. The triumph of light over dark, good over evil is a reminder of how to live a life of kindness and compassion. 
 
We have launched our new behaviour code which sits alongside our positive behaviour policy and restorative approach.          
Children have learnt about the ways in which they can be, 'Ready, Respectful, Safe and Kind.' 
Children will be able to earn valuable House Points for going above and beyond in these areas, or even certificates at the end 
of the week. In our monitoring visit from the ODBST this week, the children's exemplary behaviour was noticed and           
commented on. 
 
Elmtree is committed to our children and community. Monitoring visits help us to identify and celebrate our strengths as well 
as move forwards with areas to develop. The visit was incredibly positive and, 'really strong teaching and progress' was seen 
throughout the day. 
 
On Wednesday we had our visiting pantomime, 'Sleeping Beauty' performed by, 'The Magic of Theatre.' Children we off their 
bottoms and up in arms, shouting at the evil Maleficent for tricking Aurora and putting her to sleep. Luckily, the brave Eric 
saved the day! These opportunities are so important for our children. They thrive when they have the chance to experience 
the arts, not least because it gives them the opportunity to see what they too might like to do one day. Thank you to all our 
parents who have donated towards the cost of this- we couldn't run these events without your support. 
 
Next week is Anti-Bullying Week and the children will be learning about this in assemblies and in class- see bumper              
information later in the newsletter. This year's theme is, 'Choose Respect.' As part of our behaviour code, we expect children 
to be respectful. This is one of our school values. We want children to be respectful of each other in every way, including 
where protected characteristics are concerned and in their individuality.  
 
On Monday, Maison Chef will begin providing our hot school meals. This has been a challenging but rewarding journey now 
that we are able to deliver on our commitment to children having a hot meal in school. Please do make sure you have signed 
your child up for a meal by 4pm today. If you have any difficulties in doing so then please contact our school office. 
 
As we look towards Remembrance Sunday this weekend, I want to take the opportunity to thank all military staff for their  
tireless efforts in protecting our country, those all over the world who fought in the world wars or continue to do so in        
conflicts around the world, and their relatives. Children will learn about Remembrance Day in their classes next week and take 
part in a one-minute silence at 11am on Monday. They have produced some beautiful work for our Remembrance display. 
 
Wishing you a wonderful weekend, 
 
Mrs Ohene  



Autumn 1  

Dates for the diary  

11th November ARP Stay and Learn 9-9.30am – Phonics 

11th November Year 2 stay and learn Phonics 9am  

12th November Reception stay and learn Phonics 9am  

13th November Year 1 stay and learn Phonics 9am  

14th November Nursery stay and learn 9am and 2.45pm  

15th November Children in need (children to wear spots) 

18th November Cherry class to Chesham Library 1.30-2.30 

20th November Bedtime stories 3.20-4.20 (Bring Pyjamas to school)  

25th November Maple class to Chesham Library 1.30-2.30 

26th November New nursery tours for October intake 9.15am/2.15pm  

2nd December Oak class to Chesham Library 1.30-2.30  

5th December EFF Christmas jumper and cake sale  

10th December Dress rehearsal with Y3 Thomas Harding, siblings and local guests  

10th December Elgiva Pantomime 1pm-3pm (Collection from Elgiva)  

11th December Christmas performance 9.30am  

12th December Christmas performance 9.30am   

13th December Christmas Jumper Day / Colonel Custard performance  

17th December Nursery festive stay and play 9-9.30 and 2.45-3.15 

20th December EFF Lunch and class parties  

20th December Last day of term collection 1.30pm                                    

 

 



C e l e b r a t I o n  
H a p p y   B i r t h d a y  

Sara  - Birch  

Emilie  -  Nursery  

Leo  -  Nursery  

Robyn  - Oak  

Well Done  Assembly Certificate  

• Deontay  - Cherry  

• Adam  - Cherry  

• Arjun  - Cherry  

• Rabail  - Oak  

• Erin  - Maple  

• Oliver  - Maple  

• Esmae  - Oak  

Headteacher Award  

• Alfie Jack  - Maple  



New School Catering  

Maison Chef  

Schoolbitez 

Schoolbitez App: 

Schoolbitez app 

For FREE SCHOOL MEALS use the code ELMTREE 



Anti-Bullying Week 
11th-15th November 2024 

Anti-Bullying Week 2024 is coordinated in England, Wales and Northern Ireland by the Anti-Bullying Alliance. This year it has 

the theme 'Choose Respect' and is taking place next week.  Our assemblies next week will be on the theme of anti-bullying 

and the children will also been doing some additional activities and having discussions in class. 

Anti-Bullying at Elmtree 

Nearly everyone experiences difficulty at some time in their lives. At these times we need to know what we can do, and who 

can help us. If a child is being bullied, he or she may feel scared, vulnerable and quite alone. We want to support children to 

sort out the situation so that the bullying stops. 

Bullying is always wrong and it is not the fault of the victim. At Elmtree we want to take bullying very seriously indeed. We 

want to work in a school that does not tolerate bullying of any kind from anyone. We hope that the information in this news-

letter helps parents to help us to make sure that we can work together to make sure that school is a happy place for everyone 

to be. 

What is bullying? 

We have adopted the following definition of bullying: 

“Bullying behaviour abuses an imbalance of power to repeatedly and intentionally cause emotional or physical harm to anoth-

er person or group of people. Isolated instances of hurtful behaviour, teasing or arguments between individuals would not be 

seen as bullying" (Torfaen definition 2008) 

There are many definitions of bullying but they have three common factors: 

• It is deliberately hurtful behaviour 

• It is repeated over a period of time 

It is difficult for those being bullied to defend themselves 
For children, we use the following description to help them to understand bullying: 

• Someone is trying to hurt you 

• It happens again and again 

You can’t stop it on your own 
 



Advice for Children: What if I am bullied? 

If someone is being bullied, he or she will feel sad, scared or worried. We want to 
remind children that if they are being bullied at school, at home or somewhere else 
If someone is being bullied, he or she will feel sad, scared or worried. We want to 
remind children that if they are being bullied at school, at home or somewhere else 
If someone is being bullied, he or she will feel sad, scared or worried. We want to 
remind children that if they are being bullied at school, at home or somewhere else 

If someone is being bullied, they will feel sad, scared or worried. We want to remind children that if they are being bul-

lied at school, at home or somewhere else then this is not their fault and there are lots of people who want to help. 

The following advice may be helpful: 

Tell Someone: Usually, it's difficult to sort out bullying on your own or even with the help of friends. You should think 

seriously about telling an adult. TELL TELL TELL. Tell one of your 5 trusted adults. Tell your class teacher, your parents or 

another member of staff. Don't be embarrassed about asking for help- all of these adults will be pleased to help you and 

will take your worries seriously. They will not tell anyone else about your worries unless they think that it will help you, 

or keep you safe. 

Tell a friend what is happening: They may go with you to tell an adult and will want to support you. 

Try to ignore the bully or say 'STOP! I don’t like it' firmly and walk away: It is better to run away than to stop and be 

bullied. Remember to tell someone what happened. Keep calm and tell someone what has happened. 

Don't fight back or retaliate: Do not behave in the same way as the person being unkind. If you fight back or retaliate, 

you could make the situation worse, get hurt or told off. Physically aggressive behaviour has consequences in school. 

How parents can help 

If you are worried that your child is being bullied, ask him or her directly. Encourage 
your child by saying that you want to help and support them, whatever the problem. 
Take your child seriously and find out what exactly has been going on. Don't promise to 
keep the bullying a secret but reassure your child that you will help them sort out the 
problem. 
If your child tells you that they are being bullied at school, tell us straight away. The 
school has a clear anti-bullying policy which is available on our school website.  
We aim to take all incidents of bullying seriously and to investigate the issue fully. If you 
are concerned that the school is not helping your child, please raise this with one of the 
senior leadership team. 
 
Banter or bullying 
One of our focusses for Anti-Bullying week is the difference between 
'banter' and bullying. 
 
Banter is the playful and friendly exchange of teasing remarks but it can very easily be 
hurtful.  We want our children to be kind and respectful to each other at all times. 
Friendly banter is fun right?  But what happens when it crosses that line and is bullying 
in disguise? 
These guidelines are really helpful. 

Think before you speak - Would it be funny if someone said the same things to you? 
Don't pick on someone's insecurities.  That's a low blow! 
Be aware whether someone is enjoying the exchange of comments.  If not, STOP. 
Don't laugh along if you don't think it's funny. 
Saying something is 'just banter' doesn't mean it is.  There's a line.  Don't cross it. 
 

Unkind comments that are about characteristics that a child cannot change are unacceptable and will not be tolerated. 
For example, comments about hair, skin colour, background, religion or any other protected characteristic. Racism will 
not be tolerated. We take this very seriously at Elmtree. 
 
Our behaviour code expects our children to be, ‘Ready, Respectful, Safe and Kind.’ 
 



Further information- recommended websites and organisations: 
The following websites all offer really good advice and guidance for parents. 
 
Anti-Bullying Alliance 
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/parents-and-carers 
Kidscape 
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-parents-and-carers/ 
NSPCC 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and- 
cyberbullying/ 
Childline 
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/types-bullying/ 
Childnet (Online Bullying) 
https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/online-bullying/ 
 
Our safeguarding team 
Safeguarding children is everyone's responsibility.   Governing boards must also ensure 
that the school designates an appropriate senior member of staff to take lead 
responsibility for child protection. 
 
Key aspects of the ‘Designated Safeguarding Lead’ (DSL) role include 

Making sure all staff are aware how to raise safeguarding concerns 
Ensuring all staff understand the symptoms of child abuse and neglect 
Referring any concerns to children's social care 
Monitoring children who are the subject of child protection or child in need plans 
Maintaining accurate and secure child protection records 
Raising awareness of the school’s safeguarding policies and procedures, and 
ensuring they are implemented and reviewed regularly 

As a school, we have a team of trained and experienced DSLs who work together 
to support these functions.  They form our 'Safeguarding Team'. 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/parents-and-carers
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/types-bullying/
https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/online-bullying/


Please let the office know of any allergies  



Attendance  

School attendance over the last 7 days is 90% this is below our target of 

96%. We were doing well at achieving 95% these last few weeks. Please 

prioritise your child’s attendance every day. Learning happens every day. 

Let’s aim to be in #SchoolEveryDay next week  

Champion Year Group:  Year  Reception  

 

                                       This weeks attendance 

                                        Reception  - 89% 

 

                                       Year 1  - 88% 

 

                                      Year 2   - 87% 

                       Remember that #MomentsMatter  

We expect all children to attend school for at least 96% of sessions 

across the year.  



Attendance  

School attendance over the last 7 days is 95.8% this is below our 

target of 96% 

Let’s aim to be in #SchoolEveryDay next week  

Champion Year Group:   

 

This weeks attendance : 

                                       Reception  - % 

 

                                           Year 1  - % 

 

                                           Year 2   - % 

 

Remember that #MomentsMatter  

We expect all children to attend school for at least 96% of     

sessions across the year.  



Please park safely and legally 
 

The area around school gets very busy at the beginning and end of the school day. 
Please leave plenty of time to get to school in the morning and afternoon. 

We encourage all families to walk, cycle or scoot to school.  This reduces the traffic 
around school.  Alternatively, you can 'Park and Stride' (park a little further away 

and walk, scoot or cycle the rest of the journey). 
If you have no option but to bring a car, please park safely and lawfully - not on any 
zig-zag markings/ yellow lines and not over any dropped kerbs or outside residential 

properties.  Please do not park in the staff car park. 
This week we have spotted cars parked outside residential homes, blocking resi-

dents in.  Parking in these areas causes considerable congestion, and is a danger to 
our children and families. 

Please do not leave engines running as this creates increased pollution around 
school, which our children and families are breathing in. 

Thank you for helping to improve parking, congestion and traffic flow on Elm Tree 
Hill to help support the safety, health and well-being of our children. 

 
PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD WEARS A SEATBELT AT ALL TIMES WHILST TRAVEL-

LING IN A CAR/ VAN. 
 
 

Bags 
At Elmtree, we allow children to bring a traditional, school book bag and PE 

bag.  We do not allow any other type of backpack or rucksack. 
Why do we have this rule? 

We don't have the space to store larger bags. Bags are stored in trays, on hooks 
in classroom cupboards, or on hooks in the corridors. We are not able to 

store back packs (other than drawstring bags) in this way. 
We don't ask children to bring lots of equipment into school. 

We don't want parents to feel under pressure to buy the latest, fashionable 
bags from Smiggle, Nike or Adidas which can be very expensive. 

 




















