
Elmtree Echo Issue 13 
December  2024 

 Message from Mrs Ohene 

Together we reach for the stars     

             

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
With just two weeks to go until the end of term, I hope you will commit to your child being in school every day. Learning 
takes place right up until the end of term and there is so much to look forward to including: the pantomime of Aladdin at 
Elgiva Theatre on Tuesday, the Christmas performance of, 'We Three Kings' on Thursday and Friday as well as our annual   
entertainer Colonel Custard's performance on Friday. It will be a week of festive fun! 
 
Attendance 
Attendance these last few weeks has fallen well below our expected 96%. Winter illnesses have played some part, but           
children can attend school with regular coughs/ colds. They should stay home with a temperature above 38 degrees or if 
they have vomiting/ diarrhoea. Supporting young children with personal hygiene such as blowing/ wiping their nose with a 
tissue and washing their hands is key to hindering the spread of unwanted illness. Coughing into the elbow or covering the 
mouth with a hand and washing hands afterwards is another way to stop the spread. Children can easily be taught the motto 
of, 'catch it, bin it, kill it' to support health hygiene. Persistent/   regular headaches and tummy aches can indicate an               
emotional need or may be symptoms of other illnesses. If your child has persistent headaches/ tummy aches, then please 
see your GP. Elmtree's dedicated team of staff will support all children in regularly attending school. Please see information 
later in the newsletter about Scarlet Fever- we have one confirmed case in the Nursery. 
 
Our 12 days of Christmas attendance competition has begun- all children attending school every day from Thursday 
5th December through to Friday 20th December will be entered into a draw to win a prize. Prizes range from board games 
to book tokens, but YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT! 
 
This week, the Advent season enters a week's focus on peace. With so much unrest across the world, now is the time to    
focus in on the little things- spread a little more love, a little more kindness, a lot more hope and a lot more understanding   
between people of different faiths and beliefs. Traditions are important for bringing people together in a world that can 
sometimes seem bleak and yet there is so much to be thankful for.  
 
This week I am thankful for the incredible volunteers (and Elmtree parents and children) who helped support the Chesham 
Rotary group in brining Santa to the surrounding roads on Wednesday evening. The weather held out for a successful Santa 
trip until I had to drive home and then the Heavens opened! What a wonderful way to spend an evening with people         
dedicated to spreading Christmas cheer and all whilst raising money for a whole host of charities. Thank you to our governors 
Tony Hann and Cathy Hunt who also attended. 
 
There have been many compliments from parents over the last few weeks about Elmtree and our efforts for the children. It is 
wonderful to work in partnership with you to ensure the success of our little people. I was pleased to see that early           
education will be a focus in the government's plan for change. We will wait to see how this transpires in time. 
 
Have a lovely weekend one and all. 
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Pond life begins!  
This week, Antonia from 'Chesham in Bloom' has started work on our pond area- see photograph below. Over the coming months, the 
ground will be prepared, the pond dug and laid, and a host of flowers and greenery will be planted to support pond life and the wider eco
-system in the surrounding area. By Spring/ Summer, we hope to have tadpoles, dragonflies and other pond life take up habitat in our 
Elmtree pond. Eventually our children will be able to go pond dipping as part of the science curriculum and enjoy other opportunities to 
use the pond as part of their learning and enrichment. We have already had requests from keen children to help dig the pond! This is all 
part of our commitment to increasing the biodiversity and sustainability of Elmtree to preserve and protect it for wildlife and future gen-
erations of children. 
 
 
We will also be developing our wildflower meadow and sensory gardens. If you or any local businesses you know can donate any of the 
following then we would be most grateful: 

• Gravel 

• Bulbs  
• Compost/ soil 
• Wildflower seeds 

• Paint (get in touch and we can let you know which colours we need) for our fences 

• Children's gardening gloves 

• Knee pads for gardening 

• Trowels 
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Dates for the diary  

 

10th December Dress rehearsal with Y3 Thomas Harding, siblings and local guests  

10th December Elgiva Pantomime 1pm-3pm (Collection from Elgiva)  

12th December Christmas performance 9.30am  

13th December Christmas performance 9.30am   

13th December Christmas Jumper Day / Colonel Custard performance  

16th December Nursery Christmas Show 2.45pm 

17th December Nursery festive stay and play 9-9.30 and 2.45-3.15 

18th December Nursery Christmas Show 9am 

19th December Lehane school of rock concert  

20th December Class parties  

20th December Last day of term collection 1.30pm              

6th January INSET Day  

7th January Back to School and Nursery  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



C e l e b r a t I o n  

H a p p y   B i r t h d a y  

• Alastair  -  Cherry  

• Umaiza  -  Nursery  

• Colby  -  Maple  

• Sakeena  - Nursery  

Well Done  Assembly Certificate  

• Ismah  -  Oak  

• Jackson  - Oak  

• Ayah  - Maple 

• JoJo  -  Maple  

• Alfie - Cherry  

• Misbah  - Cherry  

Headteacher Award  

Alfie-Jack  - Lyla - Maggie  



Attendance  

School attendance over the last 7 days is  92% this is below our target of 

96%. Please prioritise your child’s attendance every day. Learning happens 

every day. 

Let’s aim to be in #SchoolEveryDay next week  

Champion Year Group:  Year 2  

 

   This weeks attendance 

                                        Reception  - 81% 

 

                                       Year 1  - 92% 

 

                                      Year 2   - 96% 

                       Remember that #MomentsMatter  

We expect all children to attend school for at least 96% of sessions 

across the year.  



 
Rotary Christmas Sleigh 2024  

Thankyou so much to all of our wonderful volunteers for coming out 

on such a chilly night! Amazing effort!  



 

 



 



 
‘Clever Never Goes’ 

  

We have launched our new child safety initiative called ‘Clever Never Goes’ during this week 
in our, 'I am safe, I feel safe assembly.' 
  
The ‘Clever Never Goes’ programme has been developed to replace the out-dated ‘stranger 
danger’ approach. Research shows that teaching children simply to avoid strangers fails to 
keep them safe. Strangers are often more likely to help a child than to harm them. Conversely, 
it can often be people known to children that pose the greatest threat. 
  
‘Clever Never Goes’ moves the focus away from strangers and instead teaches children to   
recognise when someone (whether they are known to the child or not) is trying to persuade 
them to go with them. The programme is designed to be fun and positive, whilst at the same 
time delivering a serious message and giving children practical safety skills and confidence to 
engage with the outside world. 
  
In addition to the schools lesson you too can help your child to understand the Clever Never 
Goes message. You can download (free of charge) a Clever Never Goes home pack at the  
website www.clevernevergoes.org/parents. The home pack contains some great ideas for 
how to approach this topic with your children as well as games and activities. On the website, 
you can also see a series of cartoon sketches which are a good way of reinforcing the Clever 
Never Goes message and checking that your child has understand the key Clever Never Goes 
message. Please do make use of these resources.   
  
If you have any further questions about the programme please feel free to come and chat to 
me further. 

 

http://www.clevernevergoes.org/parents


New School Catering  

Maison Chef  

Schoolbitez 

Schoolbitez App: 

Schoolbitez app 

For FREE SCHOOL MEALS use the code ELMTREE 



Please park safely and legally 
 

The area around school gets very busy at the beginning and end of the school day. 
Please leave plenty of time to get to school in the morning and afternoon. 

We encourage all families to walk, cycle or scoot to school.  This reduces the traffic 
around school.  Alternatively, you can 'Park and Stride' (park a little further away 

and walk, scoot or cycle the rest of the journey). 
If you have no option but to bring a car, please park safely and lawfully - not on any 
zig-zag markings/ yellow lines and not over any dropped kerbs or outside residential 

properties.  Please do not park in the staff car park. 
This week we have spotted cars parked outside residential homes, blocking resi-

dents in.  Parking in these areas causes considerable congestion, and is a danger to 
our children and families. 

Please do not leave engines running as this creates increased pollution around 
school, which our children and families are breathing in. 

Thank you for helping to improve parking, congestion and traffic flow on Elm Tree 
Hill to help support the safety, health and well-being of our children. 

 
PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD WEARS A SEATBELT AT ALL TIMES WHILST TRAVEL-

LING IN A CAR/ VAN. 
 
 

 


