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 Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s been a wonderful week at Elmtree! The children have started sharing their learning through our child-led 

learning consultations, and it’s been such a joy to hear them having a go at articulating their progress. Supporting 

our children in developing their oracy skills continues to be an important focus, and we're so proud of the way 

they’re growing in confidence as they talk about their learning. 

We’ve also had the pleasure of welcoming several visitors to Elmtree this week. Prospective parents have shared 

such lovely feedback, commenting on how warm and welcoming the school feels, the friendliness of our staff, and 

the engaging atmosphere throughout the building. We've also hosted practitioners from across the county and 

local area, who were full of praise for our 'lovely school' and the thoughtful way we support each of our learners. 

Last week, we introduced Show Racism the Red Card during our safeguarding assembly. As part of our                 

celebrations for Black History Month, we’re continuing to have important conversations with the children about 

challenging stereotypes and standing up against discrimination. Our aim is to help every child grow up with a 

deep appreciation of difference and a strong sense of acceptance and inclusion. 

Next week is Wonderful World Week – a real highlight in our calendar! Children will be stepping off their normal 

timetables to explore a variety of countries, cultures and traditions. From food tasting and arts & crafts to music 

and performing arts, there will be plenty of exciting opportunities to learn, create and celebrate the amazing          

diversity in our world. On the 23rd of October children are welcome to come to school wearing international 

dress or the colour of a flag to celebrate international day.  

On Wednesday, staff honoured Baby Loss Awareness Day with a poignant reflection. The grief of such tragic loss is 

often carried alone. For those who have suffered baby loss, we stand with you. You are not alone. 

As many of you will know, Diwali is a five-day festival and, depending on cultural traditions, the main day of cele-

bration can fall on different dates, with some families celebrating the day of Diwali and others celebrating New 

Year Day. 

We want to remind families that, in line with Department for Education guidance, children are entitled to one day 

of authorised leave for religious observance. If you wish to take this for Diwali or New Year, please let the school 

office know in advance. Wishing all our families celebrating, a happy and holy period. 

Finally, our winning House is Wendover with 96 points- they will be able to enjoy their mufti-day next Friday 24th 

October, wearing something red that is PE friendly, children who are not in Wendover can come to school               

wearing PE kit for our Dance workshop.  

Have a wonderful weekend. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our attendance has dipped below our expected 96%. Please read the NHS guidance: Is my child 
too ill for school? - NHS. Next week, our safeguarding newsletter will feature aspects children’s 
health and wellbeing as well as aspects of neglect. Each half term we send out a bumper safe-
guarding newsletter with information to help keep children safe, happy and well.  
 

Understanding the impact of lateness and absence for your child 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At Elmtree we have a soft start from 8.45-8.55am. Gates close promptly at 8.55am. Arrivals after 
this need to be via the school office. Registers close at 9.00am. If your child arrives after this, they 
will be marked as late. 
 

If in a school year a child 
is late by- 

Your child will have lost 
approximately this 

much learning- 

   5 minutes 3.2 days (16 lessons) 

10 minutes 6.3 days (32 lessons) 

15 minutes 9.5 days (48 lessons) 

20 minutes 12.7 days (64 lessons) 

25 minutes 15.8 days (79 lessons) 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 
 

In order to achieve our expected 96% attendance success, children must be in school for at least 

184 out of 190 days. This means that no more than 6 school days can be missed to ensure your 

child achieves their full potential and maximises their learning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If a child’s attendance during the 
school year is- 

Your child will have lost approxi-
mately this much learning- 

96% 6 days (30 lessons) 

95% 9 days (45 lessons) 

90% 19 days (95 lessons) 

85% 29 days (145 lessons) 

80% 38 days (190 lessons) 

75% 48 days (240 lessons) 



Important Dates & Events  

Elmtree Infant School  -  Term Dates & key Events  

 Key Dates  

Tuesday 21st and Thursday 23rd Oct – Oak and Willow learning consultations 
Monday 20th and Wednesday 22nd Oct – Maple learning consultations  
Thursday 23rd Oct ARP learning consultations (these will follow class consultations) 
Thursday 23rd Oct International Dress Day—Children can wear their own international/
traditional clothes, colours of a flag etc. 
Friday 24th Oct House colour Mufti Day (PE appropriate) – Diwali dance workshops (children 
can wear pe clothes to school)   
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 

Wednesday 5th Nov – Snow white panto – school hall  - Payment via MCAS app. 
Tuesday 11th Nov – Year 2 stay and learn 9am   
Wednesday 12th Nov – Reception stay and learn 9am   26-27 intake  
Thursday 13th Nov – Year 1 stay and learn 9am   
Friday 14th Nov – Nursery stay and learn 9 and 2.45  
 Tuesday 25th Nov – New to Reception tours 9.30    26-27 intake  
Wednesday 26th Nov – New to Nursery tours 10-10.30   
Tuesday 9th December – Dress Rehearsal 9.30am Babes in arms/siblings. 
Thursday 11th December – Christmas production  9.15  No siblings 
Friday 12th December – Christmas production  9.15  No siblings 
Tuesday 16th December – New to reception tours 9.30 26-27 intake  
Wednesday 17th December – Nursery Xmas songs 10-10.30 Parents welcome. 
Thursday 18th December – Nursery last day (Xmas party)  
Friday 19th December – New nursery (January) visit and play.   
Friday 19th December – School closes 1.30pm  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Important Reminders  

• Please book school lunches via ParentPay.  

• If you would like to volunteer for Wild Woods or Reading please do let the office know.  

Stay Updated! 

Keep an eye on our school website and social media pages for any last-minute changes or 
additional events. 

Website: www.elmtreeschoolandnursery.co.uk 

Contact: Office@elm.odbst.org / 01494 771474 



 School attendance over the last 7 days is 92%  

Let’s aim to be in #SchoolEveryDay next week  

 Attendance  

The champion year group this week is Year 2 

     Remember that #MomentsMatter  

We expect all children to attend school for at least 96% of sessions across the year.  

Reception Year 1  Year 2 

86% 91% 98% 



 CelebratIon  Assembly  

Happy Birthday  
Yahya  -  Nursery 

Oliver - Nursery  

Enes - Oak  

Headteacher Award  
 

Dexter   - Oak  

Lenny  - Maple  

Gwen  - Maple  

Phoebe  - Willow  

Ayat   -  Oak   

Ali  -  Willow  



https://www.justgiving.com/page/asif-ditta-1?

utm_medium=FA&utm_source=WA 

Get ready for an adrenaline-fueled leap of compassion!  

Rayya is taking to the skies for a heart-pounding sponsored jump in support of Rennie 
Grove Care Hospice, a charity that provides vital care and comfort to those who need 
it most.  

This daring feat isn’t just about the thrill—it's about making a real difference.  

Every donation helps fund life-changing services, and every pound raised brings hope 
to families facing tough times. If you'd like to support Rayya’s incredible effort, please 
donate via the link below and include her name in the payment reference to ensure 
your support reaches her cause directly: 

www.justgiving.com/page/asif-ditta-1 

Let’s help Rayya soar—for charity, for courage, and for care!  

The big event will be taking 
place on 25th Oct 2025.  

https://www.justgiving.com/page/asif-ditta-1?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=WA
https://www.justgiving.com/page/asif-ditta-1?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=WA
https://www.justgiving.com/page/asif-ditta-1?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=WA


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parent / Guardian,  
 
**Meal Ordering & Cancellations** 
 
Please see ordering timetable below. 

 
 All orders will need to be completed by midnight Sunday one week prior to the actual con-
sumption week. Please see below 
 
Sickness - The parent needs to call the Chartwells Customer Care Line on 07818 944478 before 
9am every day of the child’s sickness. A credit is given from the second day onwards.  
 
School trips and other cancellations – 48 hours’ notice before 9am prior to the event, the parent 
needs to call the Chartwells Customer Care Line for the meal to be cancelled and a credit given. 
 
For all other enquires pleased email creativekitchenadmin2@compass-group.co.uk 

 October 



 
 
 
 

 
Family Connect is an informative website for parents and families. They offer a range of                
articles and virtual family learning courses about different aspects of parenting and child            
development (see link below).  
 

Family Connect: exploring schemas 

Family Connect: how babies communicate before words 

Family Connect: BBC CBeebies Parenting: supporting your child’s development 

Family Connect: songs, stories and rhymes – supporting early communication 

Family Connect: supporting children’s emotional wellbeing 

 

Why does she always do that? | Early Years Alliance Family Corner (article) 

Family Connect | Early Years Alliance Family Corner (family learning online courses) 

09/10/2025, 1:00 pm 

29/10/2025, 6:30 pm 

04/11/2025, 6:45 pm 

10/11/2025, 10:00 am 

26/11/2025, 6:30 pm 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-exploring-schemas-tickets-1417293726689
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-how-babies-communicate-before-words-tickets-1417309543999
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-bbc-cbeebies-parenting-supporting-your-childs-development-tickets-1746597713779
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-songs-stories-and-rhymes-supporting-early-communication-tickets-1417314278159
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-supporting-childrens-emotional-wellbeing-tickets-1417318079529
https://www.familycorner.co.uk/why-does-she-always-do/
https://www.familycorner.co.uk/family-learning-events/family-connect/


 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Could You Be a Parent Governor? 
We’re currently looking for enthusiastic and committed parents to join our 
Governing Body! 
 
Parent Governors play a vital role in shaping the strategic direction of the 
school, supporting leadership, and representing the voice of our parent com-
munity. You don’t need to be an expert in education — just someone who is 
keen to make a positive difference to our school and has a few hours to 
spare each term. 
 
It’s a great way to get involved, learn new skills, and contribute to your 
child’s school experience. 
 
Interested? We'd love to hear from you! Please contact the school office for 
more information or to express your interest. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

  Support Chesham in Bloom – Vote with Your Blue Token!   
We’re excited to share that Chesham in Bloom is one of the charities taking part in the Tesco Blue 
Token Scheme – and your vote could help us win up to £1,500 for new planting projects around 
Chesham! 
 
Where to vote: 
Look out for the blue token boxes at these local Tesco stores: 

  Tesco Express, Chesham 

  Tesco Amersham Superstore 

  Tesco Express, Amersham (next to the tube station) 

  Tesco Express, Little Chalfont 
 
How to vote: 
Just ask for a blue token when you make a purchase in-store, and pop it in the Chesham in Bloom 
slot to support us! 
 
Winning this funding would help us make Chesham even more beautiful with new flowers,      
greenery, and planting projects – benefiting the whole community, including local schools. 

Every token counts, so please spread the word and help us grow something great!    

 
 












