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Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a busy and exciting half term it’s been here at Elmtree! We’ve had such a superb start to the academic year, full of energy,             

learning, and smiles. The children have been an absolute credit to you all, and we want to thank you sincerely for your continued          

support — our partnership with families truly makes Elmtree such a special place. 

Here are just a few highlights from this half term: 

•  

Our Nursery and Reception children have settled beautifully into Elmtree life — it already feels like they’ve always been part of 

our family! 

•  

In our assemblies, children have been learning all about our school values — Inclusive, Ambitious, Resilient, and Curious — as well 

as our behaviour values: Ready, Respectful, Safe, and Kind. We’ve also explored the importance of safety and respect, thinking 

about our five trusted adults and learning about inclusion and racism in connection with Black History Month. 

•  

Our Harvest celebrations were a wonderful success! The children helped prepare and deliver hampers to our elderly neighbours, 

and our Harvest performance was truly a standout moment — thank you to everyone who joined us. 

•  

We’re so proud of the children for speaking so confidently about their learning during our recent consultations. Developing 

strong oracy skills is one of our key focuses, and it’s been lovely to see their voices shine. 

•  

We’ve been delighted to welcome visitors, ODBST staff, and prospective Reception families to Elmtree. The feedback has been 

overwhelmingly positive — from our warm atmosphere to the children’s kindness and enthusiasm for learning. 

•  

This week has been truly special! Children have explored countries from Japan to Kenya to North America, taking part in art, food 

tasting, and cultural activities. Our International Day on Thursday was a real highlight, with everyone dressed in traditional attire, 

and the Diwali dance workshops were enjoyed by all. 

•  

Today, our staff wore pink in honour of Breast Cancer Awareness Day — a cause close to our hearts. To anyone who has been 

affected, or has loved ones who have, please know that you are not alone. 

 

Next half term promises even more excitement, with our visiting pantomime Snow White, the Santa Rotary event, Christmas                

performances, Christmas Jumper Day, and lots more wonderful learning opportunities. 

Thank you once again for being such an important part of our Elmtree community. We hope you all enjoy a restful and happy half-term 

break! We return to school on Monday 3rd November. 

Warmest regards, 

Mrs Ohene 

Headteacher 



 School attendance over the last 7 days is 90%  

Let’s aim to be in #SchoolEveryDay next week  

 Attendance  

The champion year group this week is Year 2 

     Remember that #MomentsMatter  

We expect all children to attend school for at least 96% of sessions across the year.  

Reception Year 1  Year 2 

87% 86% 95% 



 CelebratIon  Assembly  

Happy Birthday  
Esme  -  Birch  

Headteacher Award  
Kaja  -  Oak  

Noah  - Willow 

Uswah  - Willow 

Musa  - Maple 

Rabail  - Maple  

Shalom  - Oak  

Faye  - Oak  



Important Dates & Events  

Elmtree Infant School  -  Term Dates & key Events  

 Key Dates  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Monday 3rd November—Return to school 
Wednesday 5th Nov – Snow White Panto – school hall  
Tuesday 11th Nov – Year 2 stay and learn 9am—Parents can attend  
Wednesday 12th Nov – Reception stay and learn 9am - Parents can attend 
Thursday 13th Nov – Year 1 stay and learn 9am—Parents can attend 
Friday 14th Nov – Nursery stay and learn 9am and 2.45pm - Parents can attend 
 Tuesday 25th Nov – New to Reception tours 9.30  (26-27 intake)  
Wednesday 26th Nov – New to Nursery tours 10-10.30  (January intake) 
Tuesday 9th December – Christmas production Dress Rehearsal 9.30am Babes in arms/siblings. 
Thursday 11th December – Christmas production  9.15  No siblings 
Friday 12th December – Christmas production  9.15  No siblings 
Tuesday 16th December – New to reception tours 9.30 (26-27 intake)  
Wednesday 17th December – Nursery Xmas songs 10-10.30 Parents welcome. 
Thursday 18th December – Nursery last day (Xmas party)  
Friday 19th December – New nursery (January) visit and play.   
Friday 19th December – School closes 1.30pm  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Collecting Stamps for Hedgehogs! 
After half term, we’ll be collecting used postage stamps to support the British 

Hedgehog Preservation Society. It’s a simple way to help a great cause! 
Both UK and overseas stamps are welcome—just try to leave about 1cm of paper 

around each one. 
There’s a red collection box near the front entrance where you can drop them off 

any time throughout the year. 

Thank you for your support in helping protect our prickly little friends!   

 

 

Important Reminders  

• Please book school lunches via ParentPay.  

• If you would like to volunteer for Wild Woods or Reading please do let the office know.  

Stay Updated! 

Keep an eye on our school website and social media pages for any last-minute changes or 
additional events. 

Website: www.elmtreeschoolandnursery.co.uk 

Contact: Office@elm.odbst.org / 01494 771474 



We are launching our new event, 'Poetry by Heart.’ This is part of our ongoing focus on children’s oracy development for 

speaking aloud to an audience and performance skills. 

We're celebrating poetry as part of Michael Rosen Day on Thursday 13th November and we're going to do this by having a 

schoolwide poetry event. 

Each child will choose a poem, learn it by heart, and perform it out loud.  This will happen in class, with two from each class 

being selected to go through to a year group 'semi-final'.   From that group, two children will be selected to go through to 

the 'Grand Final' on Thursday 13th November in our school assembly. 

Here are the key dates: 

Friday 24 Oct 

Home learning task for all children to learn a poem by heart.  The home learning task will be for the week of half term and the 

week after, until Thursday 13th November. The theme is, ‘Funny Food.’  

You will receive an update sheet from your child’s year group only for these weeks. 

Monday 3 – Wednesday 5 November 

Please continue to encourage your child at home. You might want to model some poetry reading or use YouTube clips to hear 

from published poets (or children performing poetry). 

Thursday 6 - Tuesday 11 November 

Each child performs to the class.  Two children will be selected to go through to the year group final. Your child can still prac-

tise with y at home. Their teacher will let them know which day they are performing. 

Wednesday 12 Nov - morning 

Year Group finals take place.  Two children chosen per class will go through to 'Grand Final'. 

Thursday 13 November 

Grand Final.  2.30pm whole school assembly Reception/ KS1. Two finalists from each class will perform to the school. 

Nursery will also take part. Their ‘Grand Final’ will take place in the Nursery. 

On this occasion, we will be holding the Grand Final in school only and will not be inviting parents and carers to attend. This 

will give the children a wonderful opportunity to showcase their skills and confidence in front of a familiar school audience. 

They have already done an amazing job sharing their learning with you, and we’re so proud of all they have achieved! 

Here’s how your child will take part: 

Choose a poem 

Learn it by heart 

Perform it out loud 

I have attached a poetry anthology to choose from. If you have another ‘Funny Food’ poem that your child would like to per-

form then feel free. See if your child can challenge themselves with what they choose. 



Thursday 13 November 2025 

We’re throwing a HUGE Poetry Performance on Thursday 13 November to celebrate Michael Rosen 

Day, and everyone’s invited! 

The aim of the day is to make reading, listening to, and writing poetry fun, enjoyable and accessible for 

all, helping children and young people of all ages to discover its magic. 

This year’s theme is FUNNY FOOD, so this is a fantastic opportunity for schools, libraries, bookshops, fami-

lies and all settings nationwide to get involved and get creative, inspired by Michael and his FEAST of fabu-

lous poems. 

 MICHAEL'S MANIFESTO FOR READING 

Share Michael’s new Manifesto for Reading with pupils, parents and colleagues – expert tips to spark a 

love of reading in young people. 

• Read as many different types of books as you can – books give you language, thoughts, ideas and feel-

ings. 

• Books show you places and cultures very near and dear to you – and others you may not have come 

across before. Books can take you anywhere. 

• Books help you to walk in other people’s shoes, and to see things from someone else’s point of view. 

• Read books, share books, talk about books and, most importantly, CHOOSE what YOU want to read. It’s 

your imagination, so choose what you want to feed it. 

Books are for EVERYONE! 

The rules: 

Choose a poem 

Learn it by heart 

Perform it out loud 

 

Celebrate Michael Rosen Day 

https://www.walker.co.uk/michael-rosen-day/


Today I packed my lunch myself. 

I got my lunch box off the shelf 

and quickly filled it to the top. 

I don’t know why I couldn’t stop. 

That’s why I have a soda pop, 

an ice cream cone, a lemon drop, 

bananas, bacon, gummy bears, 

lasagna, liquorice, pickles, pears, 

a candy bar, a chocolate shake, 

an apple pie, a birthday cake, 

some chips and dip, a T-bone steak… 

I also have a tummy ache. 

— Kenn Nesbitt 

Baking cookies 

I pour in some flour 

Some eggs, 

And I beat them. 

Add sugar and salt, 

Baking Powder. 

Repeat them. 

I stir it all up 

Drop on sheets 

And I heat them. 

Remove them, 

And cool them. 

And lastly, 

I eat them! 

 

—Denise Rodgers 



The Pea Poem 
I eat my peas with honey,  
I've done it all my life;  
It makes the peas taste funny,  
But it keeps them on the knife.  
  
—Spike Milligan 

  

Red Pepper 
A glowing beauty,  
Glossy, smooth and burning bright,  
Biting fire within,  
A chilly exploding hot,  
My love is a red pepper.  
  
—Debjani Chatterjee 

  



 

Join our Elmtree Family and Friends (EFF) 

We are looking for volunteers to lead our EFF 

A Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) plays a vital role in fostering a strong partnership between par-

ents and teachers, which directly benefits children’s education and well-being. A PTA is important 

for several reasons: 

1. Enhancing communication between home and school. The PTA acts as a bridge between parents 

and teachers. It provides a platform for you to communicate with us, share concerns, and stay in-

formed about what’s happening in the classroom and school-wide. This ongoing dialogue helps you 

understand your child's educational experience better and ensures that we are aware of any issues 

or needs at home. 

2. Promotes parental involvement and engagement. Active participation in the PTA encourages you 

to take an active role in your child's education. When you are engaged with us, your children tend to 

perform better academically and socially. Being involved also gives you an opportunity to learn more 

about educational strategies, resources, and events that may benefit your child. 

3. Supports school improvement. Through the PTA, you can voice your opinions, provide feedback, 

and collaborate with the us to improve educational practices and school policies. You can advocate 

for changes or support initiatives that will help enhance the quality of education and create a posi-

tive environment for your children. 

4. Strengthens the school community. A PTA brings together parents, teachers, and school staff to 

work towards common goals. This sense of community fosters a cooperative and supportive atmos-

phere in which everyone is invested in the success of our children. It also creates opportunities for 

social interactions, making our school environment feel more welcoming and connected. 

5. Organises events and fundraisers. PTAs often organise school events, fundraisers, and other ex-

tracurricular activities that enrich our children’s learning experiences. These events can range from 

educational workshops to family nights and disco’s. Fundraising efforts are particularly important as 

they help provide resources for school programs, classroom supplies, technology, and extracurricu-

lar activities that may not be covered by our regular budget.  

If we do not have a PTA then things like Bedtime Stories, the school disco, summer fair, Christmas fes-

tive fun and some of our curriculum resources would not be funded and we could not run these 

events, meaning the children would miss out on a whole host of enriching opportunities. 

6. Advocates for education and resources. PTAs often engage in advocacy efforts on behalf of stu-

dents, advocating for better funding, educational policies, and community  



 

resources. They help ensure that we have the necessary resources to meet the di-

verse needs of children, from academic support to social-emotional learning re-

sources. 

This year the EFF has funded our sensory toys and resources for each classroom and 

other areas around our school. 

7. Creates a sense of belonging. When you are involved in the PTA you feel more con-

nected to us and our mission. It creates a shared sense of purpose and a community 

where you can feel proud of your involvement and the difference, they you making. 

This can help increase your satisfaction with your child’s education and your relation-

ship with us. 

8. Fosters success. Research shows that when parents are engaged in their child’s 

school life, pupils are more likely to do well academically, have higher self-esteem, 

and exhibit positive behaviour. PTAs provide a way for you to stay connected to us 

and support your child’s academic and personal growth. 

The EFF (PTA) is not just a place for you to volunteer your time; it’s an essential or-

ganisation that strengthens the relationship between home and school, provides 

support for the school’s needs, and ensures that all children have the resources and 

opportunities to succeed. By joining and participating in the EFF, YOU can have a di-

rect, positive impact on your child's education and the school community as a 

whole. 

We are entering a new phase of leadership for our EFF as parents of our previous Year 

2 children move on. If YOU would like to join our remarkable EFF then please do 

email the school office or come and see us. 

The following roles are open: 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 



 

 Kaja’s Parkrun Milestone!  

We’re thrilled to share some joyful snapshots from a recent Parkrun, where 

Kaja proudly completed her 11th 2k run and earned her Half Marathon 

wristband! Her dedication and energy are truly inspiring. 

 

 A big high five to Kaja for this fantastic achievement! 

 

Parkrun events are a brilliant way for families to get active together.  

They’re free, fun, and run entirely by volunteers — with locations all across 

the UK, it’s easy to find one near you. Whether you're cheering from the 

sidelines or jogging alongside your little ones, it's a wonderful way to kick off 

the weekend. 

home | parkrun UK  

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/


 

PARK AND DRIVE RESPONSIBLY  

We kindly ask for your continued support in keeping our school community safe by driving and park-
ing respectfully and responsibly during drop-off and pick-up times. 
Please remember to follow all road rules, avoid blocking driveways, and be mindful of local residents 
who live near the school. Most importantly, always prioritise the safety of our children by parking on-
ly in designated areas and avoiding stopping on or near pedestrian crossings or zigzag lines. We want 
to keep our children and families safe.  
 
Some reminders: 
- Do not mount the pavement (our school signs are placed there to avoid this) 
- Do not perform U-turns 
- Do not double park/ block resident's exits or pathways (we have residents, staff and children with 
disabilities who need access at all times) 
- Do not leave engines running (we want our children to breathe in fresh air outside our school) 
- Walk with your child on the pavements 
 
Even better if you can walk, scoot or cycle to school! 
 
Your cooperation helps ensure a safe and considerate environment for everyone. Thank you for doing 
your part to support our school and local community. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parent / Guardian,  
 
**Meal Ordering & Cancellations** 
 
Please see ordering timetable below. 

 
 All orders will need to be completed by midnight Sunday one week prior to the actual con-
sumption week. Please see below 
 
Sickness - The parent needs to call the Chartwells Customer Care Line on 07818 944478 before 
9am every day of the child’s sickness. A credit is given from the second day onwards.  
 
School trips and other cancellations – 48 hours’ notice before 9am prior to the event, the parent 
needs to call the Chartwells Customer Care Line for the meal to be cancelled and a credit given. 
 
For all other enquires pleased email creativekitchenadmin2@compass-group.co.uk 

 October 



 
 
 
 

 
Family Connect is an informative website for parents and families. They offer a range of                
articles and virtual family learning courses about different aspects of parenting and child            
development (see link below).  
 

Family Connect: exploring schemas 

Family Connect: how babies communicate before words 

Family Connect: BBC CBeebies Parenting: supporting your child’s development 

Family Connect: songs, stories and rhymes – supporting early communication 

Family Connect: supporting children’s emotional wellbeing 

 

Why does she always do that? | Early Years Alliance Family Corner (article) 

Family Connect | Early Years Alliance Family Corner (family learning online courses) 

09/10/2025, 1:00 pm 

29/10/2025, 6:30 pm 

04/11/2025, 6:45 pm 

10/11/2025, 10:00 am 

26/11/2025, 6:30 pm 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-exploring-schemas-tickets-1417293726689
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-how-babies-communicate-before-words-tickets-1417309543999
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-bbc-cbeebies-parenting-supporting-your-childs-development-tickets-1746597713779
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-songs-stories-and-rhymes-supporting-early-communication-tickets-1417314278159
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-connect-supporting-childrens-emotional-wellbeing-tickets-1417318079529
https://www.familycorner.co.uk/why-does-she-always-do/
https://www.familycorner.co.uk/family-learning-events/family-connect/


 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Could You Be a Parent Governor? 
We’re currently looking for enthusiastic and committed parents to join our 
Governing Body! 
 
Parent Governors play a vital role in shaping the strategic direction of the 
school, supporting leadership, and representing the voice of our parent com-
munity. You don’t need to be an expert in education — just someone who is 
keen to make a positive difference to our school and has a few hours to 
spare each term. 
 
It’s a great way to get involved, learn new skills, and contribute to your 
child’s school experience. 
 
Interested? We'd love to hear from you! Please contact the school office for 
more information or to express your interest. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

  Support Chesham in Bloom – Vote with Your Blue Token!   
We’re excited to share that Chesham in Bloom is one of the charities taking part in the Tesco Blue 
Token Scheme – and your vote could help us win up to £1,500 for new planting projects around 
Chesham! 
 
Where to vote: 
Look out for the blue token boxes at these local Tesco stores: 

  Tesco Express, Chesham 

  Tesco Amersham Superstore 

  Tesco Express, Amersham (next to the tube station) 

  Tesco Express, Little Chalfont 
 
How to vote: 
Just ask for a blue token when you make a purchase in-store, and pop it in the Chesham in Bloom 
slot to support us! 
 
Winning this funding would help us make Chesham even more beautiful with new flowers,      
greenery, and planting projects – benefiting the whole community, including local schools. 

Every token counts, so please spread the word and help us grow something great!    

 
 














